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16.04.045 Categorical Exemptions and Threshold Determinations.

This section contains information for deciding whether a proposal has a probable significant, adverse 

environmental impact, requiring an environmental impact statement (EIS) to be prepared. This section 

also contains rules for evaluating the impacts of proposals not requiring an EIS. The City adopts the 

following sections of Chapter 197-11 WAC by reference: 

197-11-300    Purpose of this part.

197-11-305    Categorical exemptions.

197-11-310    Threshold determination required.

197-11-315    Environmental checklist.

197-11-330    Threshold determination process.

197-11-335    Additional information.

197-11-340    Determination of nonsignificance (DNS).

197-11-350     Mitigated DNS.

197-11-355    Optional DNS process.

197-11-360    Determination of significance (DS)/invitation of scoping.

197-11-390    Effect of threshold determination.

(Ord. 870, Sec. 2 (Exh. 1), 2012)

16.04.050 Categorical Exemptions.

(a) The City adopts by reference the following sections of Chapter 197-11 WAC regarding categorical

exemptions:

197-11-800    Categorical exemptions.

197-11-880    Emergencies.

197-11-890    Petitioning Department of Ecology to change exemptions.

(b) Under WAC 197-11-800(1)(a) and (c), the City may raise categorical exemption levels for certain

types of minor new construction described in WAC 197-11-800(1)(b). Local conditions, including zoning

or other land use plans or regulations, implemented by ordinance, shall support any raised categorical

exemption level. If the City increases any categorical exemptions levels, they shall send these to the

Department of Ecology. The maximum level that any such category exemption may be raised is specified

in WAC 197-11-800(1)(c). (Ord. 870, Sec. 2 (Exh. 1), 2012)

16.04.055 Use of Exemptions.

(a) When the City receives an application or request for a proposed project or non-project action, the

responsible official shall determine if the action is properly defined per WAC 197-11-060 and categorically
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